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ABSTRACT 
 
Name  : NurindianFitriani 
Reg. Number : 4000113102 
Major  : English and Literature Department 
Faculty : Adab and Humanities 
Title  : Absurdism in the Novel “The Bunker Diary” 
Supervisor I : Rosma Tami 
Supervisor II : Nasrum 
  
 This research discussed about Absurdism which aimed to analyze the 
appearance of Absurdity and the way the characters against it in the “The Bunker 
Diary” novel. The source of data of this research is based on the sentences which 
contain the portrait of absurdity mindset. This research applied descriptive qualitative 
method. The researcher used note-taking as the instrument to reveal the valid data. 
The researcher found that there were several steps the absurdity appears which were: 
2 data of awareness of time, 4 data of awareness of space, two data of awareness of 
imprisonment, 7 data of curiousness. The researcher also found that there were two 
ways to face the absudism, they were: 6 data of resistant, 3 data of surrender. The 
researcher concluded that absurdity appears through hopelessness in God, all 
characters have experienced the absurd feeling in this novelandthere are two ways by 
which the characters choose to combat absurdity  The first one is being hopeless or 
resistant. 
 
Keywords: absurdity, hopeless, time, courious. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
The Bunker Diary is a 2013 young adult novel by Kevin Brooks. The novel 
won the 2014 Carnegie Medal for children's literature. The Bunker Diary features the 
story of Linus Weems, a teenager who is captured and imprisoned in a mysterious 
bunker (Klassen, 2014). As the winner of Cernegia award for children literature in 
2014, several critic stepped forward and felt the book was too vile and dangerous to 
be read by adolescent. Lorna Bradbury writing in the Telegraph, in a piece headlined 
“why wish this book on a child?” and describing The Bunker Diary as “a vile and 
dangerous story”, she called the book “much nastier” than other dystopian fictions 
such as The Hunger Games and Divergent. She saidthat "Here we have attempted 
rape, suicide and death by various means, all of it presided over by our anonymous 
captor, the 'dirty old man' upstairs who it's difficult not to imagine masturbating as he 
surveys the nubile young bodies (including a girl of nine)." 
This novel talks about six people who trapped in a bunker where they 
wondered why they kidnapped there, who did that to them, and what the purpose of 
this tragic even. All they did was woke up in a morning and found themselves locked 
in a room. They were put there one by one and did not know each other. As time went 
by, Linus who are the main character also as the narrator in this novel he felt 
frustrated because he could not get any clue or way out of the bunker and a new 
question popped out through his mine, what is the meaning of life ?. 
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In Islam the purpose of life in this world can be seen Q.S AzZariyat Verse 56:   
 ِنوُُدبَْعِيل َِّلَّإ َسْن ِْلْاَو َّنِجْلا ُتَْقلَخ اَمَو 
Translation 
and I did not create the jinn and mankind except that they should worship me 
(Alone).(Q.S Az - Zariyat/56). 
In this verse, Allah SWT said that is, I have not created them for the service of 
others but for my own service. They should serve me, for I am their creator. When no 
one else has created them, no one else has the right that they should serve him and 
how can it be admissible for them that they should serve others instead of me, their 
creators?  
 In seeking  for all the meaning of their existence in the world, people struggle 
against themselves, the world and others. During the whole process, there are always 
some expectation, but the hope in the future and reality of the past does not always 
work out like what one planned or predicted. Thus, people often feel disappointed, 
strange and unhappy. Camus explained this condition with his own definition. He 
said that human feels suddenly like “an alien, a stranger” when the past and future do 
not meet the expectation of the present when it becomes severe and it makes the 
person fall in despair, this absurd, feeling triggers two option recovery or 
suicide(Camus, 1955 :10). This absurd feeling underscores the dilemma that person 
has to face in their life, whether consciously or unconsciously. 
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On the other hand the readers might do not know about this comprehension 
absurdity and agree with whatever the authors write in novel. Then, the worst is that 
the readers can be influenced with the author‟s ideology and it affects the way people 
think and act in society. Thus, in this study, the researcher would like to find out how 
this novel “The Bunker Diary” reflected absurdity on novel, so the readers will have 
knowledge of how to apply Absurdity‟s theory into novel, and people not just 
swallow all the mentation but will be more critical about the ideas in this Novel. The 
researcher chooses this novel because people use to hear about Absurdity in daily life 
but does not have knowledge of what it is in literature‟s view, and the researcher 
itself is want to know more about Absurdity. 
A. Research Questions  
The problems of this research were formulated as follow: 
1). How does absurdity appear in the novel “The Bunker Diary” by Kevin Brooks? 
2). How does characters face the absurdity‟s feeling in “The Bunker Diary” by Kevin 
Brook? 
B. Research Objectives 
     The objectives of this research are: 
1).To find out howabsurdity appearsin the novel “The Bunker Diary” by Kevin 
Brooks? 
2).To find out how the characters face the absurdity‟s feeling in “The Bunker Diary” 
by Kevin Brook? 
C. ResearchSignificances 
To gives contribution to the students of English literature for increasing of 
their understanding about theory of Absurdity. 
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The result of the research is hopefully giving contribution theoretically and 
practically, not only for the researcher but also for the readers as development of 
literary study. Practically, this research tries to find out the reflection of Absurdity on 
Kevin Brooks‟ novel The Bunker Diary. Theoretically, this research is used to 
increase the understanding of literary works through novel The Bunker Diary, using 
philosophical Absurd‟ theory by Albert Camus. 
D. Research Scope 
To prevent any vagueness problem and to direct this research to be more 
efficient with the objective to be achieved, it is necessary to limit the problem. In this 
research, the researcher only focuses in exploring the reflection of absurd theory 
toward Camus perspectives such as the process appearance of absurdism and how the 
characters face the absurdism.  
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CHAPTER II 
LITERARY REVIEW 
 
A. Previous studies 
The central problem in this research is to find out absurdity in novel The 
Bunker Diary. Relating to the research, there are some previous researches which 
closely relate to the theory that the researcher will use, they are as follows : 
Soriano (2009) in his thesis entitled “The Idea of Absurdity Reflected in the 
Characterization of Character in Samuel Beckett‟s Endgame”. He analyzed the 
characterization of some characters in order to see how those things are related with 
absurdity concept of Camus.  By examining the expressions the characters used, he 
found that actually there are three ideas that reflected the existentialism and reached 
conclusions that life has no meaning at all. The analysis in the character and 
characterization of absurdity since it is impossible to know what the character‟s inner 
conflict without being said by the characters. 
Sandiatama (2008) in her thesis entitled “The Concept of Absurdity Seen in 
John Steinbeck‟s Of Mice and Men”. She tried to show the revelation of Camus‟ 
philosophical idea, the absurd, by examining how the vulnerable major character was 
strengthened by the minor character‟s conflicts. She analyzed the character and 
characterization basically before she moved to the conflict that each characters had. 
By doing this, she was able to conclude that indeed this literary work reflected the 
absurd idea of Camus since the main characters were fighting in the imperfect reality. 
In the end, she suggested that actually the author of the novel then portrayed the 
character lived with the absurdity in life instead of running from it. This moral was 
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then applied human life which she explained as, “the way man has to deal with 
absurd; not by escaping from it but by living in it” (Sanditama; 87). The study 
covered the concept of absurd by examining the inner conflict of the characters. 
Essentially, this research tried to look further into how people were living in the 
absurdity and how they struggled to find the meaning of life. 
Nagel (1971) in his journal entitled “The Absurd”. He began by showing his 
argument on absurdity. He stated that “nothing we do now will matter in a million 
years” which means that life is useless even though we have tried our best to show 
our existence. in this world. The fact that we were small thing compared to the 
universe, and how short our live  proved it. He then continued to explain the reason 
why life is absurd, in ordinary life a situation was absurd when it included a 
conspicuous discrepancy between pretension or aspiration and reality. From 
instead,like someone gave complicated speech in support of a motion that had already 
passed. Furthermore, he explained about two things. First, unavoidability of 
seriousness which we took ourselves seriously like trying to always made ourselves 
happy or we took other people seriously and devolved ourselves to them. Second, 
inescapability of doubt which we could take a step back and see the arbitrary whether 
we could take it as life goals or not. In the end, he suggested that we could escape the 
absurd through our function, lack of self-consciousness and self-transcendence. 
Again, our absurd live should be approached with irony instead of heroism or despair. 
Based on the previous findings above, there are differences and similarities 
among them and this research. The similarities are the theme of the research which is 
about absurdity in literary works, and the theory used which is Camus‟ theory of 
absurdity. While, the difference lies on the object of the research. The first research 
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used a play titled Endgame (1986) written by Samuel Beckett‟s, the second research 
used Jhon Steinbeck‟s Mice and Men, while the third one does not have any object 
because it is a journal. So, it isjust talk about his perspective about absurdity. 
A. Pertinent Ideas 
1. Absurdity 
Absurdity is a philosophical perspective which holds that the efforts of 
humanity to find meaning or rational explanation in the universe ultimately fail 
because no such meaning exists, at least to human beings. Absurdity implies a tragic 
tone and feelings of frustration that arise out of the contradiction between the human 
quest for the meaning of life and its inaccessibility (Silentio,1985). 
The human necessity of unifying explanation of word has always been 
satisfied by religion and creators of the philosophical system who made the human 
life meaningful. The nature desire to get to know and understand the world in its most 
hidden spheres was fulfilled by religious dogmas about the existence of God, which 
guaranteed the meaningful contingency of human life. One of the most basic 
philosophical questions asks whether there is any meaning in our existence at all. 
In 1883 Friedrich Nietzsche published his magnum opus aboutZarahustra, 
where of the revolutionary thesis that “God is dead” appeared. It begin by the death 
of Zarahustra which Persian people believe that he is a God, so when their God is 
dead they begin to loss their faith and the connected with human life.  World war I 
and world war II caused deep destruction and loss of human ultimate certainties and 
definitely brought about a world missing any unifying principle, a world senseless 
and disconnected with human life. If one realizes the absence of sense, and this is the 
expression of the spirit of epoch, in which the Theatre of the Absurd is rooted, the 
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world becomes irrational and the conflict between and the world and the human being 
who begins to be estranged from it arise here. Martin Esslin mentions lonesco‟s 
parallel concept of absurdity: “Absurd is that which is devoid of purpose, cut offfrom 
his religious, metaphysical, and transcendental roots, man is lost all his actions 
becomes senseless, absurd, useless”. 
The absurd as a term derived from existentialism Albert Camus, and often 
applied to the modern sense of human purposelessness in a universe without meaning 
or value. Webster‟s New Collegiate Dictionary confirms the noun „absurd‟ as the 
state or condition in which man exists in an irrational and meaningless universe and 
in which man‟s life has no meaning outside his own existence, while absurdism is 
defined as a philosophy based on this, and on the belief that man‟s search for order 
brings him into conflict with his universe. 
Albert Camus (1913-1960) a French novelist and essayist, who worked out 
the theory of absurdity and who also applied this thesis in his literary writings, deals 
with the absurd fate of man and literary demonstrates it with the legendary ancient 
myth of Sisyphus in his stimulating analysis The Myth of Sisyphus. Camus goes into 
the problem what the absurdity is and how it arises. He also give the characteristics of 
human basic ontological categories as the feelings of “denseness” and “the 
strangeness of the world”, which are the feelings of the absurdity of man in a world 
where the decline of religious belief has deprived man of his certainties. 
Human existence is in its essence completely different from the existence of 
things outside the human subject.Camus (1955 :15)sees absurdity in bilateral 
relationship between the human being and the world he live in. absurdity does not 
reside in the world itself, or in human being, but in a tension which is produced by 
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their mutual indifferent. The world of things is impenetrable and because of its 
impenetrability it is also alien to man. “if  I were a tree among trees, a cat among 
animals, this life would have a meaning, or rather this problem would not arise, fr I 
should belong to this world. I should be this world to which I am now opposed by my 
whole consciousness and my whole insistence upon familiarity. This ridiculous 
reason is what sets me in opposition to all creation.”  
The world becomes alien and the human being becomes estranged from it, he 
feels isolated and limited. Thus absurdity arises from natural unit composed of “I” 
and “the world”, by comparison of these twho elements, which leads to the resulting 
decomposition. This view of the world characterized by the subject-object dualism 
has its roots in the philosophy of R. Descates. He was the first one who engaged in 
the problem of the relationship between man and the ousite world, and who was 
trying to solve the question of the connection of these two essentially different 
substances (res extensa and res cogitas). Consequently, absurdity which permanently 
make an attack in him. Absurdity is a divorce and it does not lie in any of two 
elements. 
There are two characteristic of absurdity that Camus explain in his book: 
1. Absurdity appears in the moment when man realizes his situation, in the moments 
of awareness of his position in the world: “Rising, streetcar, four hours of work, 
meal, sleep, and Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday and Saturday 
according to the same rhythm this path is easily followed most of the time. But 
one day the “why” arises and everything begins in that weariness tinged with 
amazement. Weariness comes at the end of the acts of a mechanical life, but at the 
same time it inaugurates the impulse of consciousness”. “The workman of today 
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works of everyday in his life at the same tasks, and his fate is no less absurd. But 
it is tragic only at the rare moments when it becomes conscious.” In another 
words, absurdity arises from moments when all the acts of life that flow 
mechanically stop, and when consciousness starts to wake up and move. This 
means that the non-sense of life has been opening in the only one 
incomprehensible feeling. “Beginning to think is beginning to be undermined.” 
In conclusion there are several indicatorsof the process of absurdism. 
a. Awarness of time, time perception is a field of within psychology, cognitive 
linguistics and neuroscience that refers to the subjective experience, or sense, 
of time, which is measured by someone's own perception of the duration of 
the indefinite and unfolding of events. 
b. Awarness of space, a person‟s activity space consists of locations in everyday 
life, for example home, work, school, shopping areas, entertainment areas etc. 
These personal locations are also called nodes. 
c. Awarness of imprisonment,the moment of awareness of their position in the 
world, their feeling usually comes when they get tired,stress and bored of the 
routine of our daily life. 
d. Curiousness, Absurdity implies a tragic tone and feelings of frustration that 
arise out of the contradiction between the human quest for the meaning of life 
and it is inaccessibility 
2. Absurdity consists in permanent conflict, it is a contradiction and struggle. It can 
be face only through struggling with it and disagreeing with it. That is why, as 
Camus says, to commit suicide means to agree with absurdity, it means to give 
in, because the sense of life is looked for in another world. (none of beckett‟s 
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characters commit a suicide or die in any way.) it seems that is is impossible to 
escape from the absurd fate, to stay here means to face it, to commit suicide 
means to consent to it, and therefore it must be accepted. That is the basis of 
human freedom. Absurdity does not have any sense, does not have any reason, 
any aims, that is why it does not reflect yesterday, nor tomorrow. He is offered 
only an instant moment and that is what is his freedom consist of. The only way 
how to paralyse absurdity is to not ask for the reasons. So the researcher 
conclude that there are two way to face the absurdity from Camus‟s theory which 
are resistant or surrender. 
Camus‟ Sisyphus is a typical absurd hero personifying the real quality of an 
absurd life, he is absurd through his passion and suffering, through his eternal fate, 
work that can never be finished: “The Gods had condemned Sisyphus to ceaselessly 
rolling a rock to the top of a mountain, whence the stone would fall back of its own 
weight. They had thought with some reason that there is no more dreadful 
punishment than futile and hopeless labour.” We see the great effort in him, recurring 
again and againt; he tries to move the boulder and push it up in the hill thousands of 
times. Finally, at the end of his long, exhausting effort, he reaches his aim. However, 
at the same moment, he sees the boulder rolling down back to the lower world from 
where it will have to be lifted again. And so he returns back to the bottom. “Iit is 
during that return, that pause, that Sisyphus interest me. A fate that toils so close to 
stones is already stone itself! I see that man going back down with a heavy yet 
measured step toward the torment of which he will never know the end. That 
hours….is the hour of consciousness.” The moments of consciousness open up the 
world of the absurdity, the world of never-ending effort to go on, the world from 
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which it is impossible t escape, the world of estrangement, loneliness, waiting, and 
continual endurance. 
(1) Synopsis of novel The Bunker Diary by Kevin Brooks 
Teenager Linus Weems wakes up in an underground bunker (having been 
drugged with chloroform and kidnapped by a stranger). Linus is originally from a 
wealthy family, but since the death of his mother and subsequent arguments with his 
father, he had run away from school and been living on the streets. It's there that the 
stranger was able to kidnap Linus, by posing as a blind man needing assistance. As 
Linus adjusts to his new surroundings, he finds that the bunker has a kitchen, 
bathroom and six small bedrooms, but there are also cameras and microphones so that 
'the man upstairs' (as Linus calls the kidnapper) can watch his every move. 
Soon after Linus's arrival, other kidnap victims start being brought down via a 
lift- the lift being the means by which the kidnapper communicates. The first to arrive 
is nine-year-old Jenny, who forms a close bond with Linus. Jenny successfully 
convinces the kidnapper to send down food by presenting a polite, handwritten note 
to 'Him' via a message in the elevator. Soon after, other kidnap victims arrive, but 
have nothing in common with one another. Anja is a beautiful, smartly-dressed but 
somewhat selfish woman in her twenties, Bird is an older businessman who gets on 
well with Anja. There's also Fred- an addict, and Russell- an elderly man with a brain 
tumor. The group quickly learn that any attempt at escape results in 'punishments' 
from the kidnapper such as deafening noise being played, being knocked out with gas 
and food deliveries stopping or being poisoned. At one point, the kidnapper sends 
down vodka and drugs- presumably to stop the group from trying to work together 
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effectively. Linus tries to convince everyone to continue co-operating, but his efforts 
are merely met with hostility and complaints from some of the group. 
The terminally-ill Russell tries to persuade Linus to gain his freedom by 
killing him or Bird (who's dying of his injuries from the dog-attack), but Linus 
refuses. Anja is then strangled to death by one of the group - the killer is never 
identified but is strongly presumed to be Bird, whose injuries are causing him to act 
strangely. The kidnapper continues to play games by sending a note down, falsely 
implying that Linus committed the murder to create suspicion. Fred then accidentally 
kills Bird in a fight, whilst trying to protect Jenny. Russell then commits suicide.The 
days continue to pass and the remaining three are left hungry and cold. Eventually, 
the lift comes down with its doors closed, and doesn't go back up. The three realise 
that 'the man upstairs' has gone, though they do not know whether he has been killed 
or has simply abandoned them. The power shuts off, leaving them in darkness and 
without water. Now weakened and delirious, Fred is killed when he drinks some 
bleach, after becoming desperate and ill. Linus and Jenny are left alone.Shortly after, 
Jenny dies in Linus's arms. He reports that she simply 'goes to sleep and doesn't wake 
up'. It is then implied that Linus also dies, as he writes that 'it doesn't hurt anymore'. 
The book then abruptly finishes his diary mid-sentence. 
(2) Biography of the Author 
Kevin Brooks was born in 1959, grew up in Devon and now lives in North 
Yorkshire.He studied psychology and philosophy at Birmingham Aston University, 
and Cultural Studies in London, and had a variety of jobs before becoming a full time 
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writer.He writes books for young adults, many of which have crime and thriller 
elements. Two of his books form the 'Johnny Delgado' series: Like Father, Like 
Son (2006) and Private Detective (2006). 
His first novel, Martyn Pig (2002), a black comedy about a 15-year-old who 
decides not to tell the authorities when his alcoholic father dies accidentally, was 
shortlisted for a 2002 Carnegie Medal and won the 2003 Branford Boase Award. His 
second novel, Lucas, which tells the story of Caitlin, who falls in love with a 
mysterious boy with tragic consequences, was published in 2003, and won the 2004 
North East Book Award . 
Subsequent novels include Candy (2005), its eponymous heroine being a drug 
addict and prostitute, her tale told through the eyes of Joe, who falls in love with 
her; The Road of the Dead (2006), a tale of murder and revenge;  Black Rabbit 
Summer (2008), shortlisted for the 2009 Carnegie Medal, and Killing 
God (2009).These were followed by iBoy (2010), a science-fiction crime thriller for 
teens, and Naked (2011), set in London in the hot summer of 1976. 
In 2014 his novel The Bunker Diary, about a group of children held hostage 
by an unseen torturer, was awarded the CILIP Carnegie Medal; he has since 
published books including The Devil's Angel (2014), Dumb Chocolate Eyes (2015), 
and Born Scared (2016). 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
 
A. Research methods 
In this research, the research used descriptive qualitative method. Descriptive 
qualitative method is a method, which concerns with describing the character of a 
particular individual, or a group situation (Khotari, 2005:37). According to Creswell 
(2009:30), descriptive qualitative method intends to describe everything that related 
to the topic of the study. Descriptive qualitative method was suitable to this research 
because the researcher searched the data and analyzed about absurdity to find and 
collect the data that werelater used to accomplish this researchby reading the 
novelThe Bunker Diary written by Kevin Brooks. 
B. Source of Data 
Adedokun (2003: 57) stated that the term „data‟ refered to any fact, observation of 
fact relating to the subject of the study. In this study, the researcher used text (word, 
sentences, dialogues, monologues) as the data which is from the novel The Bunker 
Diary written by Kevin Brooks. The novel published in 2013 and consisted of 40 
chapters with 212 pages. 
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C. Research Instrument 
In collecting data, the researcher used note taking as the instrument of the 
research. Note taking is an effective information processing tool that is commonly 
used both in daily life and in many professions (Hartley 2002:2). It contributes to the 
carrying out of a range intellectual processes, such as making judgments, resolving 
issues, and making decisions (Cary and Calson in Boch 2004:102). The researcher 
used note taking to make notes so that she could write down the findings from source 
of data. 
D. Procedures of Data Collection 
The procedure that used in collecting data was library research. In collecting data, 
the researcher applied several procedures as follows : 
1. The researcher read the whole The Bunker Diary novel. 
2. The researcher gave codes to the statements or expressions that contained 
absurdity of the novel by using colored marker or stabilo.  
3. Then, the researche rewrited the statements or expressions that contained 
absurdity on the some papers to make the data easier to be analyzed. 
4. After that, the researcher visited the library and collected information and 
theories related to the topic of this research. The researcher read some relevant 
books and journals that were related to the topic of this research by using pen, 
papers and laptop.   
 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
The data analysis is the process of grammatically searching and arranging the 
collected data. After collecting the data, the researcher analyzed the data by using 
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Camus‟s theory of absurdism which concerned about the purpose of life or 
coriousness about it, especially by one individu who looked for an answer. 
 The data that had been collected were analyzed based on the four steps of the 
process of absurdism based on Camus‟s absurd theory to see the how the situation of 
absurdism rose in Kevin Brooks The Bunker Diary(2013). 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 This chapter explains the result of data analysis of the novel The Bunker 
Diary. This chapter consists of two parts. The first part is the findings and the second 
part is discussion. The first part of the findings describes the data related to absurdity, 
while the second part talks about the discussion of the data. In this part, the data is 
taken from Kevin Brooks‟Novel “The Bunker Diary”. It is categorized and analyzed 
based on Albert Camus‟s Theory about absurdity which focuses on the sentences 
contain absurdity experienced by the characters in the novel. It is used to answer the 
research question.  
A. Findings  
Finding is the part of research report containing the result of data analysis. 
This part presents the result of data analysis about the absurdity feeling appeared and 
the characters face as expressed in Kevin Brooks‟ Novel “The Bunker Diary”. The 
researcher presents literary fact which indicated absurdity from the novel examined 
based on Albert Camus‟ explanation on Absurdity. 
1. The process of Absurdism 
As it has found from the data analysis, Camus (1955 :15)sees absurdity in 
bilateral relationship between the human being and the world where he lives in. The 
world becomes alien and the human being becomes estranged from it. He feels 
isolated and limited. Thus absurdity arises from natural unit composed of “I” and “the 
world”, by comparing these two elements, which leads to the resulting decomposition 
therefore the feeling of Imprisonment. Imprisonment is the act of taking away 
someone‟s freedom. This can either be done by locking the person up in a jail cell or 
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other location, or by restricting his rights in some similar fashion. Imprisonment can 
be carried out for any reason, whether it‟s with the permission of the government, or 
by a person who acts without any authority. 
The researcher finds some parts that are related to absurdity feelings appear in 
the Novel, as follows: 
a. Awareness of time 
Time perception is a field of within psychology, cognitive linguistics and 
neuroscience that refers to the subjective experience, or sense, of time, which is 
measured by someone's own perception of the duration of the indefinite and 
unfolding of events. The perceived time interval between two successive events is 
referred to as perceived duration. Though directly experiencing or understanding 
another person's perception of time is not possible, such a perception can be 
objectively studied and inferred through a number of scientific experiments. Time 
perception is a construction of the sapient brain, but one that is manipulable and 
distortable under certain circumstances. These temporal illusions help to expose the 
underlying neural mechanisms of time perception. 
“It‟s nearly midnight now. I‟ve been here for nearly forty hours. Is that 
right? I think so. Anyway, I‟ve been here a long time and nothing has 
happened. I‟m still here. Still alive.Still staring at the walls.Writing 
these words.Thinking.”(01; 15) 
 
“Right, it goes something like this. You‟ve got the past, the present, 
and the future, OK? Time-wise, that‟s all you‟ve got. Then, now, and 
when. The past has gone. You can‟t exist in the past, can you? It‟s 
gone. You can remember it, but you can‟t exist in it. And you can‟t 
exixt in the future either, can you? It hasn‟t happened yet. So hat leave 
the present.” (25; 134) 
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 The quotes above show the characters‟ thought of time awareness. The 
time affects everything, e specially the productivity, creativity, and happiness. Linus 
feels bored, he notices the ticks of clock so he feels like time is dragging. It is 
surprising how much Linus pays attention about time. He has been pent up in the 
bunker for nearly forty hours and yet he startsto think how time goes very fast. Since 
he has no activity he feels the time goes slow but in the same time passes quickly. 
Furthermore, Linus tries to illustrate his thought by saying “You‟ve got the past, the 
present, and the future, OK? Time-wise, that‟s all you‟ve got”. Another quote about 
the awareness of time can be found on chapter 06 pages 48. 
 Under normal conditions, the sense of time is present in the background, 
sustaining rather than interfering with the flow of experience. In pathological 
conditions and situations of emergency, however, time becomes a conscious, 
dominant sense. This exaggerated awareness of time corresponds to a heightened 
effective state. Distortions in the sense of time and concomitant variations in effect, 
caused by unconscious fantasies and defenses, reflect the integrity of one‟s object 
relations and ego organization.  
b. Awareness of space 
A person‟s activity space consists of locations in everyday life, for example 
home, work, school, shopping areas, entertainment areas etc. These personal locations 
are also called nodes. The course or route a person takes to and from these nodes are 
called personal paths. Personal paths connect with various nodes creating a perimeter. 
This perimeter is a person‟s awareness space. 
 
“Nothing. 
Next thing I know it‟s seven days later and I‟m still sitting here 
thinking about it. And what‟s really annoying is I‟m no wiser now 
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than I was then. I still don‟t know where I am. I still don‟t know what 
I‟m doing here. I still don‟t know what he wants. I still don‟t know 
how to get out. I still don‟t know what the future holds. I still don‟t 
know what I‟m going to do.” (06; 49) 
 
“Then I suddenly realized – Dad won‟t know that I‟m missing. Of 
course he won‟t know. I‟ve already been gone for five months. The 
only people likely to miss me are Lugless and Bob, Windsor Jack, a 
few other lowlifes, and they‟re hardly going to lose any sleep over it. 
On the street, people come and go all he time. Nothing lasts, no one 
stays around for long. They might have wondered where I was for day 
or so, but after that they would have just nicked all my stuff – 
blankets, guitar case – and forgotten all about me.”(08;57) 
 The quotes above show the awareness of space. The characters‟ mind 
transforms the continuance of physical space time into moments (the absolute now) 
and blends these moments into an apparent continuity through an overlapping of 
unfolding capsules. Each mind computes the measure of time passing and duration 
from the decay of surface present in relation to a core of past event.   
 Seven days being imprisoned in a bunker, he represents the point of 
helplessness of his disability through his words of “I still don‟t know”. Moreover he 
begins to think how time could erase people from someone‟s memory, for example 
Linus‟ father who might think he was safe and fine after running away from home for 
more than five month. Linus states how easy people forget the presence of someone 
in their live. 
“I left the others to give him the good news and went back to my room 
for a lie-down. I wasn‟t feeling too bad, but I still didn‟t feel up to 
much. I certainly didn‟t feel up to explaining to a fat commuter that he 
was imprisoned in some kind of underground bunker by an unknown 
man with unknown intention, that there was no way out, nothing to do, 
no privacy, no life, no hope, no NOTHING. That we could be here for 
years. . . 
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we could be here for years”(08; 55) 
 
“It got to the point where I just couldn‟t stand it anymore, I told 
Russell. It was driving me mad. I mean it probably wouldn‟t have been 
so bad I‟d had a home to go at the end of the day, but I didn‟t. I had to 
live there. I had to be there all the time. Day in, day out, night after 
night, having to put up with the same old crap.”(11; 77) 
 
 The quotes above show Linus‟ impatience toward the new members who are 
also trapped in the bunker. He has tried to run away for several times but it ends up 
failed, breaking the rules though he gets punishment, also how hard he is thinking 
about their purpose of the bunker.  He feels concerned that they will also get through 
what he hasexperienced before, which are the facts about “no way out, nothing to do, 
no privacy, no life, no hope, no NOTHING” no choice except live the set inthe 
bunker. However, in the next quote he expressed his frustration about the life of 
monotonous situation he goes through in the bunker. 
c. Awareness of imprisonment 
Absurdity appears in the moment when the characters realize it is real 
situation. In the moment of awareness of their position in the world, their feeling 
usually comes when they get tired,stress and bored of the routine of our daily life. 
The rotation goes without purpose and it happens over and over: rising, streetcar, four 
hours of work, meal, sleep, and Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday and 
Saturday following the same rhythm. This situation of imprisonment is created by 
their own business, which means they are not free. 
This imprisonment here does not always mean that the person is physically 
locked up in a jail cell, but how all the characters in the novel feellike they are 
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prisoners by the awareness of the time, space, unfree to speech, unfree to act at their 
own live which put them in monotonous situation.  
 
“The light come on. 
the empty lift comes down. 
The day passes. 
The empty lift goes up. 
The light go off”(56; 186) 
 
“God knows what‟s happened since then. Howa many days have I 
lost? Or gained? For all I know, today could be Wednesday, or 
Monday, or Thursday. But, like I said, what does it matter? Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday … they‟re only words, they don‟t have any real 
meaning. Down here is down here. A day is a day. The time is now. 
That‟s all there is to it.” (15; 95) 
 The quotations above explain how absurdity begins to appear, the final 
aware of imprisonment expressed by the feeling of boring life without purpose. Linus 
who is the first person that snatches into the bunker gets stress, desperate, and feels 
hopeless when he ensures there‟s no way out of the bunker, he wakes up and 
realizesthat he is kidnapped by an old man who pretends asking for help but ends up 
with sedated and confined in a bunker.However the life in the bunker makes him feel 
worse.As the days pass, he gets tired, hungry and bored because he remembers all of 
the routine life in the bunker that has no purpose, no reason, and no way out. Again, 
all of the character feel and experience the same thing as what as he feels when they 
get in the bunker.Those processes of imprisonment feeling raises a question of 
existence. Another quote about the awareness of time can be found on chapter 23 
pages 123. 
 
24 
 
 
 
d. Curiousness 
Absurdity implies a tragic tone and feelings of frustration that arise out of the 
contradiction between the human quest for the meaning of life and it is 
inaccessibility. The “why” arises and everything begins in that weariness tinged with 
amazement. Weariness comes at the end of the acts of a mechanical life, but at the 
same time it inaugurates the impulse of consciousness”. “The workman of today 
works of everyday in his life at the same tasks, and his fate is no less absurd. But it is 
tragic only at the rare moments when it becomes conscious.”  
In another words, absurdity arises from moments when all the act of life that 
flow mechanically stop, and when consciousness starts to wake up and move. This 
means that the non-sense of life has been opening in the only one incomprehensible 
feeling. “Beginning to think is beginning to be undermined.” 
 
 “A thousand questions have streamed through my head. 
Where am I? 
Where‟s the blind man? 
Who is he?  
What does he want? 
What‟s he going to do to me? 
What am I going to do? 
I don‟t know. 
All right, what do I know?”(01; 15) 
 
The quote above show Linus‟s writing, at that time he is still alone in the 
bunker had been forty house since he count the time predictable, he stay in one of the 
room in the bunker and he find that every room has a book and pen, so he think that 
the one kidnapped him must want him to write something so he start to write his 
thinking what‟s in his mind but what he can find is just questions through his head. 
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“After a while, I sat down at the dining table and stared at the ceiling. I 
couldn‟t help but thinking of him up there. What‟s he doing? Is he 
sitting down, standing up, walking about? Is he laughing? Grinning? 
Picking his nose? What‟s he doing? Whois he? What? Who? Why? 
Who are you? 
What do you want? 
What‟s your kick? 
What‟s your thing?” (02; 22) 
In this quote finally he got someone else who coming in the bunker, but he 
surprise to find a little girl, nine years old who name as Jenny. Jenny told Linus that 
the last time she remember a police come when she on the way to school and told her 
that her mum had been in an accident so she follow the man. He actually has take 
look around in few times, walking about, checking this, checking that, poking around, 
kicking walls, stamping on the floor but didn‟t find anything. It‟s hopeless that why 
he start to think and ask question. 
 
“I hate it. Event this, this stupid notebook, this diary, whatever it is. I 
despise it. I mean, what‟s the point of it anyway? Who am I writing 
to? Who are you? Why am I talking to you? Eht are you going to do to 
help me? 
Nothing. 
Less than nothing.”(06; 49) 
 Based on the quotes above, it is found that the characters‟ mind are getting 
into crazy about life with no hope, just like what the researcher explains early about 
the feeling of imprisonment, it makes a question arise, the characters start to question 
their existence. Within the monotonous situation, Linus‟ mind is filled with questions 
but he has no ability to answer. Pathetic and useless, the point of life makes the 
passion to live disappear. 
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“And that‟s when I lost it. 
Something inside me snapped, and I just started spitting and screaming 
at the grille like a lunatic. „youBASTARD! What do you want? Why 
don‟t you show your bastard face, eh? Why don‟t you do something? 
WHAT DO YOU WANT?‟ 
He didn‟t answer me. (02; 23) 
 The quotation above shows the feeling of absurdity make a mess in Linus‟s 
and others character‟s mind. There are six of them who get kidnapped, they get in the 
bunker through the same way which is a lift, and one by one they are coming with 
different times and havedifferent age. They startto ask everything about how they get 
in the bunker, who the man that kidnapped them is, what the guy upstair wants from 
them,the purpose of the kidnapping,and ways to get out of the bunker, because every 
time they try to fight or escape, it is useless. 
  
I suppose I could just ask him. 
Hey, Mister, are you reading this? Give me a sign if you are. Knock on 
the ceiling or something. And by the way, while I‟ve got you on line, 
let me tell you something. Let me tell you this: I know that I might die 
in here. I‟m well aware of that. I know that you might kill me. In fact, 
I think you probably will. But you can‟t kill my thoughts. Thoughts 
don‟t need a body. They don‟t need air. They don‟t need food or water 
or blood. So even if you do kill me, I‟ll still be thinking of you. Do 
you understand what I‟m saying? I‟ll be thinking of you until the end 
of time. 
And that‟s  a stone-cold promise. 
Think about that, Mister. 
You think about that.” (12; 84) 
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 The quotes above showed the highest level of hopeless in absurdity 
perspective, also indirectly question the existence of God. “Mister” it‟s how Linus‟ 
used to call the person who kidnapped them. Therefore, Miter here is pictured as a 
God/ someone who make them live in the bunker, watching them, making rules, 
granting their needs, feeding them, and also punish them. They have no choice but to 
obey the Mister‟s rules. 
 
“I dont read the bible. 
I laught 
I shudder. 
But most of the time, I just think.(23; 122) 
 
The quote above show Even with a spiritual power as the answer to meaning, 
another question arises: What is the purpose of a belief in God? Kierkegaard believed 
that there is no human-comprehensible purpose of God, making faith in God absurd 
itself. Camus on the other hand states that to believe in God is to "deny one of the 
terms of the contradiction" between humanity and the universe and is therefore not 
absurd but what he calls "philosophical suicide". Camus as well as Kierkegaard, 
though, suggests that while absurdity does not lead to belief in God, neither does it 
lead to the denial of God. Camus notes, "I did not say 'excludes God', which would 
still amount to asserting". 
 
“At this point I‟m  still trying to get my head round what‟s going on. I 
don‟t understand it at all. The cold shock of death, this strange 
aftermath, full of confusion … 
and as I‟m thinking about that, something really strange starts 
happening to me. I suddenly find myself – or some weird part of 
myself – floating up out of my body … up, up, up … and when I get to 
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the ceiling I kind of twist around, and then I‟m looking down at the 
scene below. I‟m looking down at four tattered figures slumped round 
a table. Four barely-human beings, all dirty and tired, with sunken 
eyes and sick-looking skin. I see a big man with thick brown hair and 
a raggedy beard. I see a skeletal old black man, his skin hanging 
loosely off his frame. I see a bloated man with his hands tied together, 
dressed in a lunatic suit, all crazy and twisted. And I see a boy, a 
pathetic-looking thin with ropy hair and junkie skin and the baggiest 
clothes in the world. 
And I think to myself – what are these people doing? 
Well, says a voice in my head, three of them are discussing the 
presumed act of the fourth. Three of them – a villainous drug addict, a 
dying man, and a vagrant kid – are discussing what to do about a 
purple-skinned fat man who they assume has murdered a rather 
distasteful woman.(33; 164) 
 From the quotations above showed how the mind of the characters start to 
think, question  and feel miserable at the same time. All of their plan to escape from 
the bunker are failed and everytime they tried to escape from the bunker they will be 
punished by whoever imprison them in the bunker „Man Upstairs‟ and if they do 
good things, the „Man Upstairs‟ will grant them with lot of food. They become 
hopeless that no matter how hard they are trying to escape, they will end up with 
nothing. They will die in the bunker no matter what. 
The feelings makes them realized their position that even when they get 
kidnapped, kill or disappear, people wouldn‟t care, maybe at first they will look for 
him but it will not be long.  Their existence does not affect the world, people would 
move on easily and forget their existence to realize the awareness of nothing. 
Furthermore, they are starting to thinking about times that no matter how hard they 
try to be good or tryto prove themselves, it will be NOTHING.Time will erase them 
quickly. 
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The researcher also finds that through the structure and the process of 
Absurdity to find out the hopeless feeling of nothingness, among of all situations they 
still has a hope from the Mister “A man upstairs”. As we know, the writer tries to 
describe Mister as God who createsthe bunker for them to live in. He has the power to 
rule, demand, and punish whoever he wants. Nonetheless, what if the God or Mister 
wants the death of them, how if Mister does not care anymore, how if he disappears? 
In the end of the story,Mister leaves them without any warning. Thus, they have no 
one to ask for help, no food, no light, this is the final level of hopeless in absurdity by 
Albert Camus perspective. 
 Absurdity consist in permanent conflict, it is a contradiction and struggle. It 
can be faced only through struggling with it and disagreeing with it. That is why, as 
camus says, to commit suicide means to agree with absurdity, it means to give in, er 
world. It means that it is impossible to escape from the absurd fate, to stay here 
means to face it, to commit suicide means to consent to it, and therefor it must be 
accepted. That is the basic of human freedom. Absuedity does not have any sense, 
does not have any reason, any aims, that is why it does not reflect yesterday, nor 
tomorrow. He is offered only in instant moment and that is what is his freedom 
consist of. The only way how to paralyse absurdity is to not ask for the reason. 
 The researcher finds how the six of the characters in the Bunker Diary face 
the feeling of absurdity, which are; 
a. Resistant 
Freedom cannot be achieved beyond what the absurdity of existence permits; 
however, the closest one can come to being absolutely free is through acceptance of 
the Absurd. Camus introduced the idea of "acceptance without resignation" as a way 
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of dealing with the recognition of absurdity, asking whether or not man can "live 
without appeal", while defining a "conscious revolt" against the avoidance of 
absurdity of the world. In a world devoid of higher meaning or judicial afterlife, the 
human nature becomes as close to absolutely free as is humanly possible. 
 
“Yesterday I tried to escape. 
It didn‟t work, and now we‟re all suffering for it. 
Before I tried it, I wrote down what i planned to do in a page of my 
notebook and showed it to the others. Jenny thought it was a good 
idea. Bird and Anja thought it was a waste of time. Russell thought it 
was too risky. Fred didn‟t to think much of it either, but at least he was 
willing to give it a go. And eventually he persuaded the others to give 
it a go too. He can be very persuasive when he wants to.”(17; 101) 
 
“Now I‟ve really gone and done it. I tried to escape again. This time i 
didn‟t tell anyone else what I was doing. 
This time ... 
Shit. 
This time I think I‟ve made a big mistake. (24; 126) 
  
 The quotations above show Linus‟ faith in life. He is the first person who 
gets in the bunker, yet he is the one who really thinks about how they can try to prove 
and try to increase their life. Linus never stops trying to escape even though he knows 
the consequent-punishment which all of the member will take due to his action. He 
already knows the feeling of absurdity, but it does not stop him to keep endeavor. The 
quotes above also tell how many times Linus has tried to escape and always get 
caught each time. Every time their plans are failed, they will get punishment from 
Him, the Man Upstairs. 
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I turn round. Bird is standing in the doorway. He‟s barefoot and 
dressed in his suit. Underneath the suit he has a sheet wrapped around 
his chest. His head is tilted stiffly to one side, almost resting on his 
shoulder. He‟s staring past me at Anja‟s body, his eyes full of nothing. 
(33; 162) 
 
“All the lights come on then, a sudden flash of blinding white, and a 
second later we heard the scream. It came from behind us, from my 
room … from Jenny. I turn and run. 
„JENNY!‟ I yelled.„JENNY!‟ 
My door was half open. I barged through it and saw Bird bending over 
the bed, trying to get hold of Jenny. She was scrabbling away from 
him, swatting away his hands, her face shocked white and her eyes 
wide with fear. I threw myself at Bird, got hold of him round the neck 
and started pulling him away. He twisted round and clawed at me like 
a lunatic – hissing and growling, spitting, snarling – and then suddenly 
Fred was there, grabbing hold of Bird‟s shoulders, swinging him roung 
and hammering his massive head into his face. Once, crack. And 
again, crack. 
Bird went down without a sound.(33;169) 
 The quotes above show that Bird one of the characters that decides to fight 
the feeling of absurdity, even though he is dying from the bite from a dog which is as 
a punishment that he gets because he tries to escape. He is still wants to get out of the 
bunker and endures his life. Bird is someone we usually meet as a selfish person, a fat 
businessman who works to fulfill his desire for money. When he arrives into the 
bunker, he is very panicked and asksloudly to be released. Even though he is among 
those who are not too optimistic about any escape attempts they do, there is no 
guarantee that he is easily discouraged in his life. He obviously the one who murder 
Anja and tries to kill Jenny as revenge for his freedom from the Man Upstairs, but 
unfortunately he is deaf in Fred‟s hand who tries to safe Jenny. 
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“Nothing happened. 
We talked things through. From optimism to pessimism and back 
again. Finally we settled on somewhere in the middle. 
We‟re going to wait. 
Fred was against it at first. He wants to know if He‟s still up there or 
not, one way or the other. Right now 
„If  He‟s not there we can do something. Do it right now. We don‟t 
have time to wait.‟ 
„but what if He is still there?‟ 
„what have we got to lose?‟ 
Our lives, I thought.(39; 192) 
 
“Now can we do something?‟ says Fred. 
„We still don‟t know if He‟s gone.‟ 
„Of course He‟s fucking gone. The generator‟s packed in. the lift‟s 
stopped. We‟ve got a fire going. He wouldn‟t let us have a fire, would 
He? If He was still here, He‟d have put it out by now.‟ 
„Not necessarily. He could be –‟ 
Fred slams his hand on the floor. „He‟s GONE, Linus! He‟s gone. Shit, 
man, what‟s the matter with you? He‟s gone. Why can‟t you see it?‟ 
I look at Fred. „I don‟t know. I suppose I‟m just scared.‟ 
He shakes his head. Angry, sad, kind. „There‟s nothing to be scared of 
now. He‟s gone.‟ 
„Yeah‟ 
„Believe it. He‟s gone. We‟re on our own. No one‟s watching us 
anymore. Now all we‟ve got to do is get out. 
All we‟ve got to do is get out.” 
(39; 197) 
 
 The quotes above are about Fred who still has optimism toward life. He is 
one of the characters who has worse life back before got kidnapped but still has faith 
through life, even after one by one the member has died, he still believes that he has a 
chance to go out of the bunker. Fred is a drug addict, huge man, strong, hulk-like. He 
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is a calm member. His view of the world is different from other members because 
according to him he has gone through all kinds of life forms and confined inside the 
bunker is not too bad. After he realized that the Mister has gone and leave them, he 
thinks that it would be easier to escape from the bunker. The fact is they lose their 
savior, no one can make them out from the bunker unless the Mister, so when their 
god leaves them, they do not have someone else to ask, to help him out of his 
problem. 
 The rejection of hope, in absurdism, denotes the refusal to believe in 
anything more than what this absurd life provides. Hope, Camus emphasizes, 
however, has nothing to do with despair meaning that the two terms are not opposites. 
One can still live fully while rejecting hope, and, in fact, can only do so without hope. 
Hope is perceived by the absurdist as another fraudulent method of evading the 
Absurd, and by not having hope, one is motivated to live every fleeting moment to 
the fullest. In the words of Nikos Kazantzakis's epitaph: "I hope for nothing. I fear 
nothing. I am free."  
b. Surrender 
The absurdist is not guided by morality, but rather, by their own integrity. The 
absurdist is, in fact, amoral though not necessarily immoral. The Absurdist's view of 
morality implies an unwavering sense of definite right and wrong at all times, while 
integrity implies honesty with one's self and consistency in the motivations of one's 
actions and decisions. For Camus, suicide is a "confession" that life is not worth 
living; it is a choice that implicitly declares that life is "too much." Suicide offers the 
most basic "way out" of absurdity the immediate termination of the self and its place 
in the universe. 
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“Listen.‟ Russell said suddenly. „You‟ve got me or Bird. Two of us. 
We‟re both dying anyway. „Take your pick.‟ 
„I don‟t -‟ 
He waved me quiet. „I‟ve had it, Linus. I‟ve had enough. This thing 
…‟ He touched his head. „This thing is eating me. I can see it growing 
inside my head. I can see it. It changes shape. Like a coal black finger, 
thin and crooked. Like a burnt stick of coral. Like a witch-bone. Like a 
blackened worm dried in the sun. sometimes it‟s white, the white of 
fish-gristle. Or pink, like wet strings of chicken meat. I can see it. It‟s 
nothing. Rogue cells, that‟s all it is. Living bits gone wrong.Deformed 
misfits.Misroscopic barbarians.Juvenile delinquents screwing 
themselves into oblivion.‟ He laughed. 
„They‟re devoted to death, the little devils. They‟ll kill me and die 
doing it.‟ He looked up. „You can‟t help but admired that, can you?‟ 
„You‟re not making sense.‟ 
…‟(31;153) 
 
When I looked into Russell‟s lifeness face, a flood of wretchedness 
filled my heart. I‟ve never had a feeling like it before. Words can‟t 
describe it. Through cold tears I looked down at the empty socked 
where his glass eye should have been. Lying on the sheet beside his 
head was a splinter of coloured glass. 
It took me a moment to get it. 
Russell lansing had popped out his glass eye, smashed it on the floor, 
and opened his wristh with a blue-and-white shard.”(33; 171) 
 
The quotes above show how Russell faces the absurdity and hopelessly asks Linus to 
kill him or Bird who has already dying. He is the first member who gives in and 
commits suicide.He is the oldest in the bunker, an African American philosopher, 
when he arrives in the bunker he is not panicked at all but responds to everything 
with logic. Russell is one of the members who are close to Linus. He is someone who 
is open minded about life andalways gives a different view to the group. It is him 
35 
 
 
 
who discovers that they are locked up in the basement. Unfortunately, the sense of 
absurdity he feels during confinement coupled with a tumor in his head that has been 
attacked him for long make him becomes desperate for his life,especially when The 
Man Upstairs playstheir life. 
 
“Jenny dies in my arms. 
Goes to sleep, doesn‟t wake up 
My tears taste of blood.” (39;205) 
 
 The quotes above show how death took place against Jenni. Jenni is the 
second member to arrive in the bunker after Linus, aged 9 years and very close to 
Linus, they even share the same room because he does not want to separate from 
Linus. As a child she was innocent, when adults are reluctant to ask, she who first 
wrote the paper contained everything he wanted to The Main Upstair, who was filled 
her need in the next day by The Main Upstair. as her children were not at all affected 
by the thought of absurdity, she cried to express her sadness and say everything she 
had in mind. 
B. Discussions 
The researcher focuses on a presumption of a philosopher, Albert Camus 
about absurdity – how it‟s being portrayed in the novel, The Bunker Diary authored 
by Kevin Brook. The story shows how absurdity arises and how it‟s being dealt with. 
Absurdity existed consequential to existentialism made renowned by Albert 
Camus. It is often applied to the modern sense of humans‟ purposelessness in the 
universe – without meaning or value. Webster‟s new collegiate dictionary confirms 
the noun „absurd‟ as the state or condition in which man exists in an irrational and  
meaningless universe and in which man‟s life has no meaning outside his own 
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existence which relates to what Soriono (2009) came across in his thesis about 
existentialism, asserting that life has no meaning at all. 
Camus claims that you can fight the feeling of absurdity by not soliciting 
about the purpose of life and just living with what we used to live. Sandiatama 
(2008), in her thesis agrees with Camus‟ description of absurd by state in her 
conclusion, “The way man has to deal with absurdism is not by escaping it but by 
living in it”. Nagel (1971) also says in his journal that we can escape the absurd 
feeling through our function. He continues that there are specific human experiences 
evoking notions of absurdity. Such a realization or encounter with the absurd leaves 
the individual with a choice: suicide, a leap of faith, or recognition. He concludes that 
recognition is the only defensible option. 
In the novel The Bunker Diary, Brooks shows how the characters begin to feel 
absurd in their life. This feeling commences from being curious about life, then to 
feeling like a stranger in the universe and even to considering that life is useless. This 
feeling emerges when we feel isolated from the world. In the novel, the six characters 
that were kidnapped were isolated from the world that they used to live. The writer 
intends for the characters to experience absurdity by showing that no matter what one 
does in the world, how good or bad it is - all of these actions will not prove anything 
of our existence. It is unique how the writer creates such different ways to resist the 
absurd feeling among the characters. Such as, one person faces it by commiting 
suicide - thinking that life has no meaning, so why should he have to struggle in the 
world if he can get free by killing himself. One tried to accept the absurd feeling by 
living with what life they are given; and, other person stayed positive and made life 
useful by its function. In the end, regardless of how succesful the characters faced the 
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absurd feeling, all of them will die and there will be no life anymore. As a muslim the 
researcher thought that if absurdism concern faithless muslim it willmakesthem loss 
their faith in life or the spirit of Jihat. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  
This chapter provides two section, conclusions and suggestions. After finding 
and analysing the absurd feeling and how the characters tried to resist the feeling in 
The Bunker Diary written Kevin Brooks, the reaseacher gives some conclusion and 
suggestion to the reader. The detail of each section is presented below: 
A. Conclusion  
This research is used to answer a problem concerning the existence of 
absurdity and how the characters outlastedinthe novel entitledThe Bunker Diary 
written by Kevin Brooks. 
1. The researcher found that all characters have experienced the absurd feeling in this 
novel, theabsurdism begun when the characters feels imprison by time and space 
which created curiousness in character‟s mind, and the absence of Godmakes life 
more absurd. The ending of the novel is they lost their God which is The Main 
Upstairs. When the main upstairs disappeared and careless, they had nobody to 
expect to ask and help from those kinds of hopeless are called Absurdism. 
2. The researcher found that all of the characters resist the feeling of absurd in 
different way dependent to the situation and how strong the character is, physically 
and mentally. There are two ways by which the characters chose to combat 
absurdity  The first one is being hopeless shown by Russel who commited suicide 
and Jenni‟s despaired moveof doing nothing but surrender. The second is 
resistance, potrayed by Linus, Bird and Fred whom still had faith by choose to 
resist absurdity by living in the life of what they are given and making their life  
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meaningful and usefull with their function or contribution in this world. 
Nevertheless, life can easily become hopeless when you have no God and faith. As 
Muslims, we believe of hereafter and that this life is just a station to provide all we 
need for going home. 
B. Suggestion 
This thesis focuses on the aspects of absurdity and how the characters 
scufflesdepicted in the novel The Bunker Diary by Kevin Brooks. In conducting the 
study, the researcher used Albert Camus theory as the key to analyzing how 
absurdism rises and how it‟s being responded. Therefore, for further research, the 
researcher suggests: 
1. The next researcher may analyze about absurdity which is a rare subject to 
tackle by young people. It is actually an interesting topic to study.  
2. The next researcher may analyze the process of the emergence of 
absurdity. It will lead to seeing how the absurdism rises step by step of 
and the reasons behind it. 
3. The next researcher may also study on  responding to the absurd feeling 
found in the novel The Bunker Diary (2013). It help to understand the way 
characters chose to respond the absurd feeling. 
4. For advance research, the researcher recommends to look at the writer‟s 
background and the reason for writing the book. The next reseacher can 
analyze further the relation between the book and the writer
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Absurdity  
 
“It‟s nearly midnight now. I‟ve been here for nearly forty hours. Is that right? I think 
so. Anyway, I‟ve been here a long time and nothing has happened. I‟m still here. Still 
alive.Still staring at the walls.Writing these words.Thinking.”(01; 15) 
 
“Right, it goes something like this. You‟ve got the past, the present, and the future, 
OK? Time-wise, that‟s all you‟ve got. Then, now, and when. The past has gone. You 
can‟t exist in the past, can you? It‟s gone. You can remember it, but you can‟t exist in 
it. And you can‟t exixt in the future either, can you? It hasn‟t happened yet. So hat 
leave the present.” (25; 134) 
 
“Nothing. 
Next thing I know it‟s seven days later and I‟m still sitting here thinking about it. And 
what‟s really annoying is I‟m no wiser now than I was then. I still don‟t know where I 
am. I still don‟t know what I‟m doing here. I still don‟t know what he wants. I still 
don‟t know how to get out. I still don‟t know what the future holds. I still don‟t know 
what I‟m going to do.” (06; 49) 
 
“Then I suddenly realized – Dad won‟t know that I‟m missing. Of course he won‟t 
know. I‟ve already been gone for five months. The only people likely to miss me are 
Lugless and Bob, Windsor Jack, a few other lowlifes, and they‟re hardly going to lose 
any sleep over it. On the street, people come and go all he time. Nothing lasts, no one 
stays around for long. They might have wondered where I was for day or so, but after 
that they would have just nicked all my stuff – blankets, guitar case – and forgotten 
all about me.”(08;57) 
“I left the others to give him the good news and went back to my room for a lie-
down. I wasn‟t feeling too bad, but I still didn‟t feel up to much. I certainly didn‟t feel 
up to explaining to a fat commuter that he was imprisoned in some kind of 
underground bunker by an unknown man with unknown intention, that there was no 
way out, nothing to do, no privacy, no life, no hope, no NOTHING. That we could be 
here for years. . . 
we could be here for years”(08; 55) 
 
“It got to the point where I just couldn‟t stand it anymore, I told Russell. It was 
driving me mad. I mean it probably wouldn‟t have been so bad I‟d had a home to go 
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at the end of the day, but I didn‟t. I had to live there. I had to be there all the time. 
Day in, day out, night after night, having to put up with the same old crap.”(11; 77) 
 
 “The light come on. 
the empty lift comes down. 
The day passes. 
The empty lift goes up. 
The light go off”(56; 186) 
 
“God knows what‟s happened since then. Howa many days have I lost? Or gained? 
For all I know, today could be Wednesday, or Monday, or Thursday. But, like I said, 
what does it matter? Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday … they‟re only words, they don‟t 
have any real meaning. Down here is down here. A day is a day. The time is now. 
That‟s all there is to it.” (15; 95) 
 
“A thousand questions have streamed through my head. 
Where am I? 
Where‟s the blind man? 
Who is he?  
What does he want? 
What‟s he going to do to me? 
What am I going to do? 
I don‟t know.  
All right, what do I know?”(01; 15) 
 
“After a while, I sat down at the dining table and stared at the ceiling. I couldn‟t help 
but thinking of him up there. What‟s he doing? Is he sitting down, standing up, 
walking about? Is he laughing? Grinning? Picking his nose? What‟s he doing? Whois 
he? What? Who? Why? 
Who are you? 
What do you want? 
What‟s your kick? 
What‟s your thing?” (02; 22) 
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“I hate it. Event this, this stupid notebook, this diary, whatever it is. I despise it. I 
mean, what‟s the point of it anyway? Who am I writing to? Who are you? Why am I 
talking to you? Eht are you going to do to help me? 
Nothing. 
Less than nothing.”(06; 49) 
 
“And that‟s when I lost it. 
Something inside me snapped, and I just started spitting and screaming at the grille 
like a lunatic. „youBASTARD! What do you want? Why don‟t you show your bastard 
face, eh? Why don‟t you do something? WHAT DO YOU WANT?‟ 
He didn‟t answer me. (02; 23) 
 
I suppose I could just ask him. 
Hey, Mister, are you reading this? Give me a sign if you are. Knock on the ceiling or 
something. And by the way, while I‟ve got you on line, let me tell you something. Let 
me tell you this: I know that I might die in here. I‟m well aware of that. I know that 
you might kill me. In fact, I think you probably will. But you can‟t kill my thoughts. 
Thoughts don‟t need a body. They don‟t need air. They don‟t need food or water or 
blood. So even if you do kill me, I‟ll still be thinking of you. Do you understand what 
I‟m saying? I‟ll be thinking of you until the end of time. 
And that‟s  a stone-cold promise. 
Think about that, Mister. 
You think about that.” (12; 84) 
 
“I dont read the bible. 
I laught 
I shudder. 
But most of the time, I just think.(23; 122) 
 
“At this point I‟m  still trying to get my head round what‟s going on. I don‟t 
understand it at all. The cold shock of death, this strange aftermath, full of confusion 
… 
and as I‟m thinking about that, something really strange starts happening to me. I 
suddenly find myself – or some weird part of myself – floating up out of my body … 
up, up, up … and when I get to the ceiling I kind of twist around, and then I‟m 
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looking down at the scene below. I‟m looking down at four tattered figures slumped 
round a table. Four barely-human beings, all dirty and tired, with sunken eyes and 
sick-looking skin. I see a big man with thick brown hair and a raggedy beard. I see a 
skeletal old black man, his skin hanging loosely off his frame. I see a bloated man 
with his hands tied together, dressed in a lunatic suit, all crazy and twisted. And I see 
a boy, a pathetic-looking thin with ropy hair and junkie skin and the baggiest clothes 
in the world. 
And I think to myself – what are these people doing? 
Well, says a voice in my head, three of them are discussing the presumed act of the 
fourth. Three of them – a villainous drug addict, a dying man, and a vagrant kid – are 
discussing what to do about a purple-skinned fat man who they assume has murdered 
a rather distasteful woman.(33; 164) 
 
Resistant 
 
“Yesterday I tried to escape. 
It didn‟t work, and now we‟re all suffering for it. 
Before I tried it, I wrote down what i planned to do in a page of my notebook and 
showed it to the others. Jenny thought it was a good idea. Bird and Anja thought it 
was a waste of time. Russell thought it was too risky. Fred didn‟t to think much of it 
either, but at least he was willing to give it a go. And eventually he persuaded the 
others to give it a go too. He can be very persuasive when he wants to.”(17; 101) 
  
“Now I‟ve really gone and done it. I tried to escape again. This time i didn‟t tell 
anyone else what I was doing. 
This time ... 
Shit. 
This time I think I‟ve made a big mistake. (24; 126) 
 
I turn round. Bird is standing in the doorway. He‟s barefoot and dressed in his suit. 
Underneath the suit he has a sheet wrapped around his chest. His head is tilted stiffly 
to one side, almost resting on his shoulder. He‟s staring past me at Anja‟s body, his 
eyes full of nothing. 
(33; 162) 
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“All the lights come on then, a sudden flash of blinding white, and a second later we 
heard the scream. It came from behind us, from my room … from Jenny. I turn and 
run. 
„JENNY!‟ I yelled.„JENNY!‟ 
My door was half open. I barged through it and saw Bird bending over the bed, trying 
to get hold of Jenny. She was scrabbling away from him, swatting away his hands, 
her face shocked white and her eyes wide with fear. I threw myself at Bird, got hold 
of him round the neck and started pulling him away. He twisted round and clawed at 
me like a lunatic – hissing and growling, spitting, snarling – and then suddenly Fred 
was there, grabbing hold of Bird‟s shoulders, swinging him roung and hammering his 
massive head into his face. Once, crack. And again, crack. 
Bird went down without a sound.(33;169) 
 
“Nothing happened. 
We talked things through. From optimism to pessimism and back again. Finally we 
settled on somewhere in the middle. 
We‟re going to wait. 
Fred was against it at first. He wants to know if He‟s still up there or not, one way or 
the other. Right now 
„If  He‟s not there we can do something. Do it right now. We don‟t have time to 
wait.‟ 
„but what if He is still there?‟ 
„what have we got to lose?‟ 
Our lives, I thought.(39; 192) 
 
“Now can we do something?‟ says Fred. 
„We still don‟t know if He‟s gone.‟ 
„Of course He‟s fucking gone. The generator‟s packed in. the lift‟s stopped. We‟ve 
got a fire going. He wouldn‟t let us have a fire, would He? If He was still here, He‟d 
have put it out by now.‟ 
„Not necessarily. He could be –‟ 
Fred slams his hand on the floor. „He‟s GONE, Linus! He‟s gone. Shit, man, what‟s 
the matter with you? He‟s gone. Why can‟t you see it?‟ 
I look at Fred. „I don‟t know. I suppose I‟m just scared.‟ 
He shakes his head. Angry, sad, kind. „There‟s nothing to be scared of now. He‟s 
gone.‟ 
„Yeah‟ 
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„Believe it. He‟s gone. We‟re on our own. No one‟s watching us anymore. Now all 
we‟ve got to do is get out. 
All we‟ve got to do is get out.” 
(39; 197) 
 
Surrender 
 
“Listen.‟ Russell said suddenly. „You‟ve got me or Bird. Two of us. We‟re both 
dying anyway. „Take your pick.‟ 
„I don‟t -‟ 
He waved me quiet. „I‟ve had it, Linus. I‟ve had enough. This thing …‟ He touched 
his head. „This thing is eating me. I can see it growing inside my head. I can see it. It 
changes shape. Like a coal black finger, thin and crooked. Like a burnt stick of coral. 
Like a witch-bone. Like a blackened worm dried in the sun. sometimes it‟s white, the 
white of fish-gristle. Or pink, like wet strings of chicken meat. I can see it. It‟s 
nothing. Rogue cells, that‟s all it is. Living bits gone wrong.Deformed 
misfits.Misroscopic barbarians.Juvenile delinquents screwing themselves into 
oblivion.‟ He laughed. 
„They‟re devoted to death, the little devils. They‟ll kill me and die doing it.‟ He 
looked up. „You can‟t help but admired that, can you?‟ 
„You‟re not making sense.‟ 
…‟(31;153) 
 
When I looked into Russell‟s lifeness face, a flood of wretchedness filled my heart. 
I‟ve never had a feeling like it before. Words can‟t describe it. Through cold tears I 
looked down at the empty socked where his glass eye should have been. Lying on the 
sheet beside his head was a splinter of coloured glass. 
It took me a moment to get it. 
Russell lansing had popped out his glass eye, smashed it on the floor, and opened his 
wristh with a blue-and-white shard.”(33; 171) 
 
“Jenny dies in my arms. 
Goes to sleep, doesn‟t wake up 
My tears taste of blood.” (39;205) 
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